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Hamilton
53 in Academic Decathlon
tT
compe I IOn
by Nick Bravin
1be overzealous cheers of the anxious participants in the Academic
Decathlon were hushed by theM .C.,
KNBC's Linda Alvarez, November
24th at the Westin Boneventure, the
site of the celebrated Annual Awards
Banquet. The almost 1800 guests in
attendance enjoyed a $17.50 per plate
dinner and the encouraging words of
Board of Education member Alan
Gershman and Board President Rita
Walters. 1be noise created by the nervous group prior to the awards presentations was compared to that of a
sports "pep rally" by Superintendent
of Schools Lenoard Britton, who

many great individual performances;
Anca Achim won the Gold Medal in
the fine arts category, Sarah Kempner walked away with the Bronze
Medal in speech, and alternate member Elliot Hinds won a certificate for
his achievement in essay. Andrew
Chick, Abby Josias, Jonathon
Newlander, Danny Bremson, and
Nick Bravin each placed in the top ten
of at least one of the other ten Decathlon events.
Mr. Ron Kuback, who coached the
9 Aces in the categories of social
science, economics, fine arts, language and literature, and essay, was
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Goldman wms
CONVENTION
by Sheryn Cox
by Debby Wise
Sixty-eight out of one-hundred ten
members of Hamilton's largest club,
Junior Statesmen of America, attended
"Liberty and Justice: an Examination
of Law in a Free Society;• during the
weekend of November 21-22, 1987.
Delegates participated as main and
subsequent speakers in controversial
debates which concerned such topics
as the legalizations of prostitution and
marijuana; the color-blindedness of
the American Judicial System; and
civil disobedience.
An estimated 1580 students from
high schools in Southern California
took up 400 rooms in the Los Angeles
Airport Hilton, inevitably intimidating the other hotel guests. The Hamilton delegation, spirited and supportive
of its leadership, plans to attend
"Spring State 1988;' which does not
have a theme as of yet. Kyung Sun Yu,
Craig Fox, and Andrew Chick won
best debator awards, and intend to
encourage other chapter members to
participate in debates, thought talks,
and mock trials. Summer programs
educating high school students in the
areas of Los Angeles Politics, Persuasive Speech, and Government are in
the planning and applications are being
accepted. For more information, ask
J.S.A. leadership at meetings on Thesdays at lunch in Room 606.

proud of their achievement. Mr. Randall Lee, who coached the speech and
interview portions of the competition,
was rewarded well as his students captured 1 medal and 4 honorable mentions in these categories. Mr. Fred
Von Dohlen, who gave lectures in
science, saw 2 of his pupils win
honorable mention. ·The theme of the
competition and the topic of the
"superquiz" this year was "aviation;•
and Hamilton's Aces soared.

Academy Gala big hit
despite long speeches
Kyung Sun .Ht, recipient ofa Best
Debater Award, debates against the
Legalization of Prostitution at "Fall
State" J.S.A. Convention.

Yankees march
in Rose Parade

The Hamilton Varsity Cheerleaders kick offthis year's 19l!l Homecoming
Parade by releasing bouquets ofballoons. The football game was wo~ by t~e
Yankees 14-6 against Manual Arts.
Photo by DaVId Bom

Goldman as a particularly warm and
caring individual who represents a
strong, creative force for education.
Goldman was also honored April
23 at a luncheon held at the National
Press Club in Washington D.C. as one
of four national recipients of the CBS
Broadcast Group's "Television Worth
Teaching" Award for using closedcaptioned television programs to
improve the reading skills of his students. Goldman and the three other
winners were chosen from a field of
200 by a select panel of judges
convened by the Boston University
"College of Communication." He

Mr. Milton Goldman, a reading instructor at Hamilton, won Teacher of the
~ar for the Los Angeles City School I9l!l-88.
Photo by Debbie Wise
Goldman has taught at Hamilton was introduced at the Academy
High School for the past 17 years and Decathlon's Super Quiz, the princihas been a highly dedicated profes- pal's meeting at USC, and was an
sional for 25 years. Since 1970, he has award presenter at the Academic
been the reading coordinator at Decathlon Awards Banquet on NovHamilton. He has dedicated countless ember 24, at the Bonaventure Hotel.
hours to develop and refine the most
''As a student in Mr. Goldman's
powerful weapon in our society Modern Literature class, I can gladly
today-the ability to read. In his say he deserves it all. He truly is
-work, students, parents, teachers, and the Teacher of the Year," says
administrators have characterized Davina· Stowers.

Academic Decathlon Team L toR: Nick Bravin, Roberto lmtriko, Ron Klmack,
advisor, Anca Achim, Abby Josias, Jonathan Newlander, Sarah Kempner,
Andrew Chick, Elliot Hinds, and Danny Bremson.
added, it was better than a pep rally
because this excitement was based on
academic interest.
Hamilton's ·~ademic Aces" fured
well in this "competition of intellectual strength" as it is called by the Los
Angeles Unified School District Senior High School's Division. The Aces
placed 16th out of 53 high schools as
a team and Harni's team took 4th in
the essay portion of the competition.
The Hamilton squad also enjoyed

L.A. Teacher of the Year 1987-88
Milton Goldman, a reading instructor here at Hamilton High School,
was nominated by the Senior High
Schools Division as its Teacher of the
Year, in accordance with the guidelines established by the office of The
California State Department of Education and the Los Angeles County
office of Education. He competed
with 9 other Los Angeles Unified
School Districts in Los Angeles
County. The State winner will vie for
the National Teacher of the Year
Award in Washington D.C., in January, 1988.

by Stacey Kleidosty
Eight Hamiltonians from the Music
Academy will be part of the over 200
member LAUSD All-City Marching
Band that will participate in the Rose
Bowl New Year's Day Parade. The
eight members selected from each
school are the "best:'
Students chosen from Hamilton's
Marching Band, the Emerald Guard,
are; Adrian Cortez, Jerry Lopez,
Antonio Alvarez, Daniel Runyon,
Hector Matute, and Gilbert Domingo,
all sophmores. Freshman members
are Ricardo Alcarcom and Susan
Scarborough.

by Stacey Kleidosty
The evening of the gala opening on
November 21 started at eight o'clock
P.M. in the auditorium with welcoming speeches from Mrs. Betty Maltby,
followed by the Administrative Dean,
Mr. James Berk, who talked about
Hamilton and the Academy.
Stix Hooper, President of the L.A.
Chapter N.A.R.A.S. and Ernest
Fleischman, the Executive Director
of the Los Angeles Philharmonic, also
spoke.
Alan Gampel, world renowned
concert pianist, who graduated from
Hamilton in 1981, played two Sonata's
inC Minor and Major by Scarlatti;
Ballad No. 1 in G Minor, Op. 23 by
Chopin; Three Preludes by Gershwin; and two Etudes After Paganini
by Liszt.
The Academy of Music Symphony
Orchestra, conducted by Mr. Robert
Chaney and Mr. Mike Merton, then
played St. Paul's Suite for String
Orchestra by Holst, Berceuse and
Finale from "The Firebird Suite" by

Igor Stravinsky, and Grand Polonaise
Brilliante in E Flat Major, Op. 22 by
Chopin, accompanied by Alan Gampel on piano.
After the concert, an alumna of
Hamilton, Michele Lee, currently
seen on the television series "Knotts
Landing," spoke about times when
she attended Hamilton, and she talked
about the new academy, and the
students.
More speeches were made by the
superintendent of the LAUSD, Dr.
Leonard Britten and a member of the
Board of Education, Alan Gershman.
Norman Pattiz, Chairman and CEO
of Westwood One, another alumnus
of Hamilton, also delivered some
remarks.
After the entertainment in the
auditorium, everyone moved outside,
and into the tent, for refreshments and
dancing until midnight to music of the
Dick Charles Big Band.
The 600 who attended enjoyed the
evening's festivities.

page 2

Alexander Hamilton High School

1ttn·y

..

®pininn
Hamilton suffers
from Magnet elitism
by Stephanie Elias
The separation between Hamilton
and the Humanities Magnet grows
deeper each day. As a Hamilton student, I feel as though I'm academically an outcast, and I know that I'm
not alone. The attitudes among many
Magnet students, that they are better
than the "regular school", can no
longer be tolerated by Hamilton students who feel insulted by their crude
remarks. I have heard and heard of the
comments passed among the faculty
and students of the Humanities Magnet, and I am well aware of their
strong opinions when it comes to this
matter. Labeling the majority of them,
"Elitist," would not be too harsh. It
would be untrue to say that the issue
hasn't come up when it has been the
main topic of discussion during classtime, especially when it doesn't pertain to the subject being taught.
I believe that Magnet students are
taught in a more enriched environment with students of the same caliber, but also that they are treated as
"special," and "better" than the
"regular students." It is very apparent
to me that they have an advantage over
us when it comes to writing research
papers and analyzing famous novels,
but this skill doesn't constitute the

right to act superior over others with
less experience.
One former Magnet student who is
now enrolled in the "regular school"
describes the situation as "a sort of
brainwashing." "Magnet faculty
constantly remind you that you have
an advantage and that you'll turn out
better if you're in the Magnet."
The Administration tries not to distinguish between Hamilton and the
Humanities Magnet, but what else
could be expected by giving the Magnet its own building and an office
segregated from the rest of the school.
If that's not enough, the students even
assemble together during lunch.
I feel that Magnet students look
down upon the "regular students."
They act as if they are too advanced
to associate with such average people.
They have been taught how to get
along with academically enriched
people and not your average "plain
Jane." Does this prepare them for the
real world?? When these people enter
college, they are going to find that
they are no longer treated as "superior
and/or special;' but rather as just any
other student.
In many cases, I have attempted to
hold conversations with several Magnet students and have found that there

is nothing to talk about. We actuauy
attend the same school but can find
absolutely nothing to discuss. I find
this to be an extremely sad reality. The
Magnet has caused many of my close
friendships to dissolve.
I, for one, am very upset by the
label that has been placed upon my
academic status. Why is it that just
because I attend a regular public high
school, I am thought of as low on the
academic scale?
Those students outside of the Magnet with outstanding grade point averages are thought of as "exceptions to
the rule," as explained by a Magnet
student. This is an extremely false
statement but is believed by many in
the Magnet.
The Humanities students are used
to having all of their peers gearing up
for college rather than some who are
going to college, and others who have
no interest in pursuing a higher education. The way I look at it is that
everyone has different goals in life and
separate paths they wish to follow.
Many high school students, and not
just those here at Hamilton, have
absolutely no idea what they want to
do after high school and some don't
even think about their futures at all.

They simply live from one impulse to
another. But we need not forget about
all of those "regular students" who
do know what they want and have
greatly achieved academically so far.
It would be safe to say that all of the
Humanities students have been
preparing for college since junior
high school. Most of them pretty
much know that they will be going
and pursuing some kind of career.
There is no way though, that the
Humanities can insure you a more
solid future than can the regular
school. The Magnet simply focuses
on creating a less traumatic transition
towards college work. Who are they
to say that the Magnet students will
"enjoy greater success in college than
their non-Magnet peers," as was
expressed in the March 1987 issue of
the "Weltanshauung," last years
"magnet" newspaper. Are the Hamilton students supposed to believe that
they won't succeed in college simply
because they chose not to participate
in the Humanities program? Well no
thank you; I don't need an editorial
or even a statistic to plan my life for
me. We will all achieve depending
upon how ambitious we each are, and
anyone, even a Humanities Student,
can fail if he or she tries hard enough.

lllnpult.
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LEIIERS

Dear Editor:

GREGG BEYTIN,
HUMANITIES TEACHER
Dear Vox Populi,

This is a rather difficult question. I have plenty of ideas on the
subject, but there are strong feelings on this issue among students
and staff. It takes considerable patience and understanding to
discuss this question. I'm not sure we have that quality in
sufficient measure.
A few things must be established before I answer this question.
I agreed to respond to this question because I think the issues it
raises should be debated and discussed by everyone. I strongly
believe that a healthy constructive debate will facilitate
improvements in education for all of our students; most particularly
the non-magnet students.
I have strong, some would say radical, views on educational
reform. Although my views may be unconventional, they are not
dangerous, only controversial. In most cases positive change can
only come about with a level of controversy proportionate to the
complexity and importance of the problem being discussed; and the
problems we have in public education are immense.
In the following discussion, I will be referring to the typical
magnet and non-magnet student. Any similarity to any particular
individual is purely unintentional. In both schools, students and
teachers of all types are represented.
One thing is obvious to me above all else, business as usual is
simply the continuation of an educational disaster. Deep rooted
problems often require radical solutions and a ruthless pursuit of
the truth. It is in this spirit that I write the following.
Most of the differences described below are the result, in the
main, of a lack of equity in our educational system. This injustice
is due to sharply differing levels of parental, community, state and
federal government support for education: Those most in need
receive the least, those with the greatest advantages outside of
school receive the most. In short, the imbalance in our system is
largely due to class stratification, ethnocentrism and racism. As a
result it is frankly impossible under present teaching conditions in
most LAUSD schools to establish the kinds of curriculum,
academic standards and expectations that will give every student an
equal chance to grow academically.
I teach five classes a day, three of which are in the Humanities
Magnet with the remainder in the regular school. The students in
my regular classes have the same importance for me as do the
students in my magnet classes. I spend about the same amount of
time preparing and teaching all my classes. I use the same general
theory of education in all my classes with, of course, significant
adjustments designed to take into account the needs of students
with vastly different academic backgrounds and levels of
motivation.
The curriculum in the Humanities Magnet and the regular school
are fundamentally different. In the magnet we are able to, at least
in social studies (I can only speak for myself as a social studies
teacher), maintain an integrated and consistent program in which
the skills and knowledge learned one year are built upon the
following year. We teach to the highest thinking levels in every
unit and expect our students to strive to think on the highest levels.
I find that as a teacher of social studies in the regular school, little

"In short, the inequality in our [educational] system is largely due to class
stratification, ethnocentrism, and racism."
attempt is made to develop or even talk about a similar program.
A typical class in a regular LAUSD high school may have
students with high level writing, reading and thinking skills,
illiterates and every level of academic achievement in between.
Yet, these students are expected to realize their maximum potential
and earn grades based on the an ill defined set of academic
standards. This is simply impossible. How is a third grade reader
able to compete (do the same level of work) with a twelfth grade
reader and both be compared to the average, an eighth grade
reader? Under present conditions LAUSD regular high schools
rarely provide teaching environments that enable a student to grow
effectively. This situation is the cause of intense frustration for all
involved. How many problems, such as gangs, rude behavior and
poor academic performance, can be linked to this absurd condition.
Please see Page 3,

Leners to the Feditor
Dear Editor:

A problem at Hamilton High School
is drugs. It's real hard trying to get an
education at a school when I walk
down the hall and smell marijuana.
The student's come to class all messed
up, and they are not interested in the
work.

I think the police force should take
some officers off the street and put
them in the classrooms. Why try to
stop the drug users and pushers when
they are adults. Start catching them
when they are younger and have a better chance of being rehabilitated.
Sincerely,
Kenny Taylor

I think that we need a bigger parking lot at Hamilton High because all
the cars cannot fit in the lot. The people who come late have to park in the
street. The reason I think we need a
bigger parking lot is because the cars
of the people who park in the street can
be stolen or their radios can be stolen.
One of my friends parked on the street
because she doesn't have a first period.
When she got to her car, someone had
written with a black marker all over it.
I think the school should,take down
the fence on Carraraugus Ave. on the
south side of the school. Then we
would have a bigger parking lot so that
everyone can park on campus.
Sincerely,
·
Amy Gateman
·near Editor:
At Hamilton High School we have
a problem. It is about off-campus
passes. I feel that the seniors should
have a privilege to leave campus at
lunch and nutrition. Even if the school
does not permit off-campus passes,
some of the students are going to leave
anyway.
My solution to this problem is to
allow the seniors to leave. I feel as a
senior we are young adults, and I feel
that we can accept this responsibility
to leave the campus at lunch and nutrition. Those who can't accept this
responsibility should have their privilege taken away from them. This
would solve the problem of leaving
campus without permission and getting picked up by the police.
Sincerely,

Lannetta Hunter
Dear Editor;
I am writing this letter to you
because I feel there is a problem at
school. The problem I'm referring to
is girls who go to the bathroom and
smoke during passing periods and at
nutrition. I think this is a serious
problem, and I am not the only one
who thinks that smoking is bad for
your health. There are others who
think the same. Every time I go into
the bathroom, there are several girls
smoking and inviting others to join
them. Sometimes I can't see anything
because of all that smoke these girls
make all together. In my opinion,
smoking is not only bad for those who
smoke, but for those who are breathing it as well.
I would like to suggest a solution
to this problem, that is, security
guards should check the bathrooms
during passing periods and at nutrition. We have a new security guard
who is a woman, I think she could be
the one who could help us get rid of
this problem. I would also like to add
that if someone is caught doing this
in the bathrooms or any other place,
she should be taken immediately to
the principal's office and a call to that
person's parents made. If this stUdent
continues to do the same thing, then
I think that she should be counseled
about how this problem could affect
her records and she could not graduate nor be accepted in another school.

-

Sincerely,
Maria 0. Campos
Dear Editor:

The hash lines are too long at
Hamilton High. The cafeteria workers
only have six windows open out of ten.
We need more students to work in the
cafeteria at nutrition and lunch.
I suggest they make cafeteria help
a type of wark experience course in
which a student can gain elective
credit. The cafeteria workers need
help! This idea would motivate students to work at the cafeteria, and
everyone would win this way!
Sincerely,

Nicole Rubinoff, Senior
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DIMONE WATSON,
HAMILTON SENIOR
1be Magnet is fine it's just the attitude of the Magnet that's a problem.
Some of the teachers in the Magnet say
that students in the Magnet are
"smarter" than regular Hamilton studen It angers me because this attitudt is ~sed on to the students. I will
adm that Magnet students are
knowledgeable in humanities and that
humanities is a hard subject to learn
but · was their choice to take thn~
clasl! It was my choise not to take
tbos classes, and my choice doesn't
make me an underachiever or a person looking fur an easy Wd'f out of high
school It just means that I don't want
to take humanities classes. If this
school had a business AD Magnet then
I \WOld most likely be in it.

continued from Page 2

The fundamental and most telling
difference between the Humanities
Magnet and the regular Hamilton
High School lies in the interest and
motivation of the student. Those
attending the Magnet do so by choice
and motivation. Many attending
Hamilton's regular program are here
because they have to be by law.
If one school is "better" than the
other, it's because the students in each
make it that Wd'f· We all do better if
we sincerely desire to do better. I do
not feel one school is "better:' "The
fuult dear Brutus is not in our stars,
it's in ourselves:'

Friday, December 18, 1987
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QUESFION: Do you feel there are attitude differences between students and
faculty ofthe Hamilton Humanities Magnet and those ofHamilton High School?

ANN H. ROSATO,
ENGLISH DEPf. CHAIR
What I've noticed is that in the
Humanities Magnet there's an expectation fur and an emphasis on academic achievement that sometimes
seems lacking in Hamilton High
School. But, perhaps this is to be
expected. Students chose to go to the
Magnet, and there are fewer of them;
so there is a stronger sense of unity and
goal sharing. Differences in attitudes
can be stimulating, I think, as long as
"different" isn't naturally perceived as
being "better" (or "worse").

ANTOINETIE BONNER,
MUSIC ACADEMY
SOPHOMORE
Well, yes and no. I wouldn't really
say attitude. I think the Humanities
students and the fuculty get along
great. But, when it comes to the students of Hamilton and of the Magnet,
it's a different situation. On both sides
they act like they're your friend one
day, and then the next they don't even
know you. Some seem to act a little
conceited, but the majority of the students of both Hamilton and the
Humanities Magnet are great to be
around!

Present day educational system
courting disaster

We bore the advanced students, forget those in the middle and
sabotage the self-image of those most in need of help. No one
profits and everyone is hurt. The only difference in this regard
between the two schools is that the magnet has many fewer
students in need of special help. This is the result of the differing
expectations our students have for their own academic future.
Those with higher academic ambitions often select the magnet,
while those with low expectations seldom make any selection at all,
i.e., they go where they're sent.
'7he rules of civil be!Ulvior during a classroom discussion are foreign to the
non-Magnet student. There are times when class discussion becomes
impossible . . :•
The standards of promotion (grades) are much higher for
magnet students than those usually found in the regular school.
For example, we expect a magnet student to be able to write essays
and research papers, read and comprehend articles above their
grade level and participate in sophisticated class discussions by the
end of their first year in the magnet. It is unlikely that a passing
grade will be earned by any student that does not demonstrate clear
progress toward the acquisition of these skills. If I were to hold to
the same high (some would argue excessively high) standards in
my regular classes as I do in my magnet classes, most of my regular
students would fail. My non-magnet students do not lack
intellectual potential. Their difficulty earning an acceptable grade
lies in their poor reading, writing and critical thinking skills
combined with a feeble self-discipline.
I firmly believe the only thing essential that separates my
magnet students from my non-magnet students is academic
experience, not any native ability. Academic experience, it must
be kept in mind, extends beyond the school to the home and
community. The school may be the most important part of that
experience, but, certainly not the only part.
I must reiterate my chief concern in writing this response before
I proceed. It is terribly important that the reader keep in mind the
fact that tlie comparisons below are based on an average (a
composite of the majority of students in each group) student and
not any individual. There are plenty of exceptions to this average
in both schools.
The attitudes that students have towards school can best be
summed up in what they have accomplished. Most any other
method is far more subjective. Only a carefully informed study of
student pttitudes toward their education and the schools they attend
would produce more reliable results.
Now on to a more specific answer:
Students: The typical 12th grade magnet student reads several
years above grade level. The typical 12th grade non- magnet
student reads at just under the 8th grade. It takes about a 9th grade
reading level to understand the use of allusion and the beginnings
of complex argumentation. The typical 12th grade magnet student
can participate in a period long discussion on an abstract and
complex topic. Many 12th grade non-magnet students CaJVIOt focus
their attention during a class discussion or lecture for more than ten
minutes on a topic that is not close to their day to day experience
without a very high level of exertion on the part of the t~cher.
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The typical 12th grade magnet student can write essays and
research papers that would be acceptable as freshman work at any
major university. The typical 12th grade non-magnet student does
not have the skills necessary to write an essay or research paper or
read serious adult non-fiction, such as an article in a major news
magazine, with any depth of understanding.
On most days a magnet class ·is a joy to teach. To be suie, there
are days when my regular classes are fantastic; but sadly, that
emotion is only experienced on rare occasions. Almost anything I
can invent to do will work in a magnet class. This allows for and
encourages innovation and a much more varied and exciting
learning environment. A typical non-magnet class is often reduced
to an exercise in control. Often non-magnet students resist
innovation and challenge. They desire work that is simple and of
short duration, such as word searches or answering the questions at
the end of a chapter in the textbook. The rules of civil behavior
during a classroom discussion are foreign to the many non-magnet
students. There are times when class discussion becomes
impossible, ironically most often when the students are really
turned on to the topic. The typical magnet student is interested,
motivated and has a fairly clear long term view of his future. Too
many non-magnet students are turned off, disinterested and see
only the next few months, even days, as having any relevance to
their lives.

"Both teachers and students in the [Humanities] Magnet are self-selected. K-e
asked to be here. K-e are not here because ofany special qualifications, we're
just lucky."
Teachers: Magnet teachers have the rare privilege of betng
challenged by an almost ideal group of students each day.
Teaching a magnet class is often more exciting and less stressful
than a non-magnet class. The whole experience makes creativity
the norm rather than the exception. During those non-magnet
periods, magnet teachers are in the same world as the non-magnet
teachers. We enjoy the same rewards and frustrations as all nonmagnet teachers. The challenges are great for any teacher no matter
what kind of school they may teach in. Like all teachers, magnet
teachers are effective with some students and less effective with
others. Like the students, all teachers are in part products of their
own academic experience. We are further educated by our day by
day and period by period experiences. What is important to realize
is the dissimilarity between the teaching experiences of those with
magnet classes and those without
The only major difference between magnet and non-magnet
teachers is a special magnet specific frustration. A magnet teacher
is a daily witness to the starkly contrasting results of our
educational system. On one hand, the wonder of an advanced
education realized for some of our students, while on the other
hand, too many young lives lost in a cycle of academic and
personal failure. Because the magnet teacher's day is split between
magnet and non-magnet classes, they are intensely sensitive to
what so many of our students lack.
Both teachers and students in the magnet are self-selected. We
asked to be here. We are not here because of any special
qualifications, we're just lucky.

ERIKA STEWART
HAMILTON SENIOR
Humanities Magnet students think
they are better than students not in the
Magnet. I know that the work is
harder in the Magnet, but that is not
a reason to act "superior" over everyone else. Hamilton is a high school,
and the Humanities Magnet is only a
program at Hamilton. There is
enough room on campus for everyone; but there's no room for the elitist
attitudes that come from many
members of the Magnet.

Vinyl critic's
choice
by Erika Boston
The popular linglish synthesizerpop quartet is back with their newest
creation titled "Music For The
Masses': Depeche Mode's previous
albums were full of catchy, danceable tunes like, "Just Can't Get
Enough" and "People are People".
The new album moves at a slower
pace. ''A lot of people have totally
different meanings for songs than I
originally intended, but I don't think
that's bad", says Martin Gore (songwriter). "Never Let Me Down Again"
(the latest single), is though to be a
homosexual love song by some.
The majority of Depeche Mode's
devoted fans are under 18 years of age.
Gore says, "Because our audiences
are around this age group they're very
enthusiastic."
In my opinion, "Music For The
Masses" is not one of Depeche
Mode's best efforts.
by Erika Boston
This band needs no introduction. We
are all fumiliar with the work of the
famous, and still growing, Irish
band, U2. With Bono Vox (vocals),
The Edge (guitar), Adam Clayton
(bass), and larry Mullen Jr. (drums),
this band's range and style is growing rapidly. U2 is attracted to people
like Gandhi and Martin Luther
King, whom they try to imitate
through song.
The Joshua Tree is full of images
of America. It focuses on the violence, cultural richness, and wild
beauty of America. After reading
"The Executioner's Song", Bono was
inspired to write "Bullet The Blue
Sky", "In God's Country", and
"Exit". "There is a tradition in
America, which for a long time
seemed to be pretty much dead", The
Edge says, "of people in rock and roll
holding a mirror up to what was going
on around them. Asking awkward
questions, pointing out things. I suppose The Joshua Tree is in that sort
of tradition."
Indeed, The Joshua Tree has proven
to be another great musical accomplishment for U2.
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Jeffrey Kaufman

Nonna Saldana

Christine Redlin

Jeff Kaufman is a graduate of Hamilton and has
enjoyed his "return to his old Alma Mater:• He is the
head counselor in the newly established Academy of
Music and is quite enthusiastic in his new position.
Kaufman, a graduate of both UCLA and USC, "enjoys
working with young people and helping them to fulfill their selected goals:• He previously held positions
as math teacher, art teacher, and counselor at Pasteur
Jr. High for 11 years. He feels that "strong religious
beliefs and convictions serve as a guide for one's life:•
These convictions Kaufman speaks of serve as an
inspiration for him in his rigorous job. Kaufman feels
that almost all students have some desire to learn and
ALL of the students are reachable if the teacher is willing to put forth the effort and time.

Norma Saldana is a new foreign language teacher to
Hamilton. She teaches both Spanish and French. She
is a graduate of the University of Toledo in Ohio, and
she also attended both the University of Puerto Rico
and Bowling Green. She is inspired to teach because
of her awareness and pride in her cultural origins. It
is this inspiration that has led her to "impact this pride
and awareness into her students:' Unfortunately, there
are many obstacles that stand in the way of educating
the youth of today such as overly large classes and
long bus rides. With effort and dedication, these obstacles can be overcome. Outside of school, she loves
nature and spends much of her free time backpacking, hiking, camping, and bicycling.

Redlin joins the Hamilton English Department this
year coming from Bethune Jr. High where she also
taught English, ESL and history. She is a graduate of
both UC Berkeley, where she earned her bachelor's
degree, and UCLA, where she received her teaching
credential. She choose the teaching profession because
she wants to make a lasting impact on her students
by educating them "to be able to function in a rapidly•
changing world:' Along with her devotion to teaching, she finds time to read, travel, and otherwise just
have a fun night on the town.

GIRLS TENNIS WINS SILVER IN 4-A FINALS

The newly crowned 4-A City Silver Champion GIA Tennis team. Top row; lrR
Stacey Cohen, Trisha Hansen, Christine Moon, Dana Goldstein, Kathy Matheson, Krista Hansen, Christine Valencia. Bottom row; lrR Angie Rosa[, Kyung
lU, and Chono Bogzik.

BASKETBALL TEAM PREVIEWS
HooP-sters droP- 1st practice to
Westchester 88-64
West Valley league which has four of

JVN Basketball
by Jaycia Wills
Coach Uyeshima seems to feel that
the boys Varsity and Junior Varsity
basketball teams would do a whole lot
better if Hamilton students were more
supportive. Also, some students who
&ttend the games behave in a rude and
unsportsmanlike manner. A few students had to be removed from the
Westchester game on Wednesday,
December 2 because of their rude and
insulting remarks abdut the Yankee
team and coach.
It seems to be a fact that the basketball team does better at away games.
This year, as in the past two, Hamilton will play in the very tough 4-A

the seven teams ranked in the City Top
Ten. Coach Uyeshima is looking forward to there-leaguing that will be in
place fQT the 1988-89 season where
the teams will be more evenly
matched.
This year's varsity team is well
experienced, made up mostly of
seniors with one junior, Steve
Rothman. When I asked the Coach
who were some of his more outstanding players, he named the entire team.
The best outside shooters are Leonard
Baker and Mark Jones. The best
inside shooter/player is Steve Green.
Greg Anderson and Steve Rothman
are strong outside players and centers.
The Varsity team also includes such
outstanding players as Troy Cherry,
Derek Parks, Marc Trumbach, and
Mike Graham.
As for the Junior Varsity, they are
not as experienced as the Varsity, but
they have some potentially great
players. Rayshon Green, a junior, is
a promising point guard. Another
outstanding player is sophomore
Reece Stoval. The N team has the
height the Varsity lacks, but it is hoped
the Varsity will make up for its lack
of height with more speed. The season may be a long one in a tough
league, but with support from Yankee
fans, it should have some bright spots.

by Stephanie Elias
With hope and pride, the GIA
tennis team boarded the bus on Thesday, December first that would transport them to the 4A league finals at
the North Hollywood RacquetCentre. When the season first began,
Coach Mel Lewis was a bit pessimistic about thge team's moving up to the
tougher 4A league. He wanted his
seniors, who had just missed taking
the 3A gold last year, to experience
the pride of winning first place.
Despite this, their strong will helped
them to defeat every school in the 4A
league but Palisades. At the quarterfmals, held on November 17, the girls
won against Taft, who \Y(lS known to
have a strong team, and then proceeded to beat Granada Hills at the
semi-finals. This match was one to
remember because Sonja Panajotovic,
our number one singles player who
is also ranked number three in the
City, proudly conquered the Grana~
Hills number one who is ranked number two in City.
At the fmals, though, the Alexgators surrendered their winning
streak to their new rival Palisades
High School. The girls once again
brought home silver trophies and a
great feeling knowing they almost had
the gold.
Coach Lewis is very proud of his
team and feels that "they did a
tremendous job."

Fields excels in BEE
football season

Finishing the season with a 4-1 record in league competition, it was, by
far, one of the best seasons in recent
years for the team.
Playing with the enthusiasm of a
professional team, this well coached
and highly spirited team demonstrated
great playing ability and teamwork.
There was; however, one team member who played great games both
defensively as well as offensively and
should be acknowledged. His name is
Jay Fields.
In his first year here at Hamilton,
Fields led the Yankees with a total of
469 yards rushing, averaging 25.7
yards per carry. He also holds the
assist record of 81 in tackles after completing 56 tackles himself. Fields, is
by far, one of the best all around football players Hamilton has seen in quite
a while.
Football is not the only sport Fields
excels in; the other being ice hockey.
When asked if he hopes to play football in college, he answered, "Yes:· but
he was quick to emphasize that his
education is his number one priority
and sports should not interfere with
any student's educational goals.
SOPHMORE JAY FIELDS
Jay Fields, star athlete and outstanding student is a firm believer in setby Brandon Reddick
The Bee Football season ended on ting and achieving his goals. With his
Thursday, November 19 with a win motivation and ability, he is certain to
over Manual Arts High School. succeed.

GIA Basketball
by Tynell Collins
This year's girls basketball team
appears to be an improvement-over
last year's squad. It has a strong
chance of making it to the city playoffs
according to Coach Golding. He
added that they can take the league
crown this year.
The nucleus of the team is made up
of seniors with one junior and a good
crop of sophomores. Some of the outstanding players are Sharise Moore,
Abigail Josias, Erica Stewart, and
Shon Williams. Golding says that the
team who will most likely give us the
most competition is University. In the
playoffs, Reseda and North Hollywood will be tough. In his closing
remarks in the interview, Coach
Golding stated, "Hamilton should
come out and support the girls basketball team. I guarantee excitement."

(213)

CALL

976-711 7

Talk to the right sisters and the right misters!
• Rap to 8 people at one time
• Arrange dates
• Exchange phone numbers
• Hear about special activities
$2.00 plus toll. If any
Sponsored by Sol3 EM.

