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One fi ne spring day I was interviewing star 
Hamilton long jumper Steve Berk S‘56 out on the 
fi eld, right by the landing pit. Along came coach 
Frank Cullom, who ordered me off the premises, 
then snarled (as I remember it) at Steve to get back 
to his training.

No semi-polite, “Hey, guys, fi nish this later.’’ I 
suppose that lost precious training time was why 
Berk fi nished second in the league meet rather than 
fi rst.

I think Berk was much more polite when he 
became a high school coach himself. And what a 
coach he was. 

After getting his teaching degree from UCLA in 
1961, he taught junior high PE in the San Fernando 
Valley. In 1969 he transferred to Chatswrth High, 
where his cross country teams won eight consecutive 
league titles and three City titles. 

“In 1974 the L.A. City Schools started boys’ vol-
leyball competition,’’ he said. “It was a long diffi cult 
process to convince boys to take the time to learn the 
skills and strategies of the game, as well as myself.”

Under Berk’s guidance, Chatsworth went on to 
win eleven league championships and three City 
titles. His teams were undefeated in league his last 
seven years at the helm. Record: 288-31.

“My wife Roz and I have been married for 54 
years,’’ he said, “and live in Orange County. Our two 
sons and their families (four grandchildren) live in 
Colorado and Orange County. We are currently very 
active in tennis and pickleball.”

“As Steve and I developed a close friendship at 
Hamilton,’’ said Ray Moscowitz S’56, “I began to 
realize that he was not only and outstanding athlete 
in track and basketball, but a fi rst-rate individual 
who cared about people. He always seemed to have 
a shy smile on his face. And behind that shy smile, it 
turned out, was a set of people skills needed to men-
tor young people to reach their potential, athletic and 
otherwise.’’

GAFFE – The Federalist package elsewhere in 
this issue reminds me of something that happened 
long ago on Hamilton’s baseball fi eld.

The Yankees have had a few jock/journalist 
combinations. A notable one was Rich Levin, a 
basketball deadeye who led the City in scoring in 
1961, averaging 26.7 points a game. He later became 
a sportswriter in L.A. and head of Major League 
Baseball public relations in NYC. Another was Dick 
Ratkovic S’54, who was editor of The Federalist and 
an excellent pitcher.

He was pitching a gem one day at home and I was 
covering the game. At a key juncture in a late inning, 
I bellowed, “Ratkovic, you’ve got a no-hitter!’’

Horrors. An unwritten rule of baseball is you pre-
tend to ignore a fellow’s potential no-hitter, so as not 
to jinx him. 

I lucked out. No jinx this time. He managed to fi n-
ish it off splendidly.

CHUCK CASCALES DIES – Special correspon-
dent Rick Obrand sent the news about the former 
Hamilton football coach. Bugle records are incom-
plete, but one season in the mid-1940s the Yankees 
fi nished 1-6 under Cascales, beating only Hollywood 
13-0.

“Cascales graduated from San Fernando in 1933 
and then played football at UCLA in 1938-39,” wrote 
Obrand. “He was a teammate of Jackie Robinson. He 
also was the coach at Jefferson High School. Later 
in life he led a big band under the name of Chuck 
Cabot. He also was an early booking agent for many 
of the early rock and roll groups.”

CORRECTION – On the back cover of Bugle 
issue 45 we ran a cartoon and text featuring Glenn 
Poston. We mistakenly attributed the drawing to 
Mory Kapp, Poly High ’23. He wrote the feature, 
which ran regularly in the old L.A. Daily News, 
but he was not the cartoonist. (Thanks to L.A. High 
alumnus Dick Bank for catching the error. He was a 
friend of Kapp’s.)
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Thanks, 
Wilma 
Watrous 
Mewes   
W’52,
for sending 
in this great 
memorabilia. 


