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Remember when Johnny Carson used to appear on The Tonight Show as 
Carnac, the Magnificent? Carnac would wave a sealed envelope in front of his 
eyes and then miraculously provide the answer before the question hidden 
inside could be asked. The responses to the Yankee Bugle Survey in the 
Summer 2013 edition had the same feel: We could have guessed the 
answer to the key question before the actual results were tabulated.

The Alumni Association Board of Directors had approved the 
survey in the hope that it might provide justification for switching the Bugle to 
a digital format in the interest of saving the high cost of printing and mailing the journal 
two or three times a year. The hope was that if future issues could be distributed over the Internet, 
heavy-duty money might be reprogrammed into other Association activities such as scholarships and sup-
port for Hamilton’s academic and athletic teams.

The Survey’s key question asked, “If you had a choice between receiving a printed version or a digital ver-
sion of the Bugle, which would you prefer?”

The answer was emphatic! Nearly 90% favored printed over digital Bugles. Only 6% said they would be 
happy with the change; 44% said they probably wouldn’t read the Bugle if it came digitally.

The Carnac moment became obvious as soon as we realized that most of the respondents were from classes 
of the 1950s and ‘60s. In fact, 80% of the survey answers came from individuals in this group—folks all in 
their 60s and 70s. What was surprising was the fact that 21% of this group does not use a computer, tablet or 
cell phone and that the 70% of those who do are still not comfortable receiving or forwarding e-mail attach-
ments. (Did you know that the winner of the 2013 Nobel Prize for Physics: Dr. Peter Higgs, 84, of Higgs-Boson 
fame, does not have a cell phone or use a computer? Those members of the Association who avoid the com-
plexities of modern technology are in very good company indeed.)

Now, in keeping with the television theme that introduced this article, we announce to our faithful readers 
that it’s “Family Feud” time – the game show that challenged contestant families to guess the most popular 
responses to a survey question asked of the general public. With this TV show in mind, how would you rank the 
six choices of what Hamilton graduates first think about when the power goes out?

A. What was lost on the computer after the last back up?
B. How much is at risk in the freezer or refrigerator?
C. Who else in the City is without power?
D. Where to go to get relief from the lack of air conditioning or heating?
E. The loss of television shows you had planned to watch or record.
F.  Resetting all the clocks and electrical devices in the house to the proper time.

Richard Dawson would famously proclaim after a moment for the contestants to consider their answers: The 
Survey Says… In our case, the results were: F = 33%; B = 24%; A = 18%; C = 12%; E = 10%; D = 2%. Two 
people added that they worried most about “how long the power would be off.” Not surprisingly, no one was 
concerned about losing contact with family and friends via e-mail, Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Pinterest, or 
any of the rest of the social media lineup.

Everything else being equal, the Survey results suggest that the printed version of the Bugle will be around 
for a lot longer than anyone might have guessed before the Survey was taken. We thank everyone who 
participated.
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